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known to occur in the general vicinity, the OBA and ORAA were examined based on 1 km x 1 km grid squares. A 
query of the LIO geodatabase (NHIC dataset) was also completed, which yielded a list of SAR Element Occurrence 
(EO) records. The LIO geodatabase review also defined the location of ANSIs and PSWs within and adjacent to the 
study area, if present.  
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Table 1: Vegetation Species Observed within the Study Area 

Common Name Scientific Name Common Name Scientific Name 

blue bead lily Clintonia borealis ostrich fern Matteuccia struthiopteris 

bog Labrador tea 
Rhododendron 
groenlandicum 

pearly everlasting Anaphalis margaritacea 

bracken fern Pteridium aquilinum prickly tree clubmoss  Lycopodium dendroideum 
bunchberry Cornus canadensis red raspberry Rubus idaeus 

cinnamon fern 
Osmundastrum 
cinnamomeum 

sarsaparilla Aralia nudicaulis 

common clubmoss Lycopodium clavatum sensitive fern Onoclea sensibilis 
common sow thistle*  Sonchus oleraceus shrubby cinquefoil  Dasiphora fruticosa 
creeping snowberry Gaultheria hispidula trailing arbutus  Epigaea repens 

dwarf fireweed Chamaenerion latifolium Virginia creeper 
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 

foamflower Tiarella sp. white sweet clover Melilotus albus 
Canada goldenrod  Solidago canadensis wild rose Rosa acicularis 
highbush cranberry Viburnum trilobum  wood fern Dryopteris sp. 
Joe-pye weed Eutrochium purpureum woolgrass Scirpus cyperinus 
large-leaved aster Eurybia macrophylla   

*Listed as a noxious weed on the Weed Control Act (1990) 

4.2.1 Option 2- East side of Highway 17  

The Option 2 alternative was primarily characterised as an open canopy Mixed Coniferous Forest containing black 
spruce, balsam fir, Jack pine as the overstory, with occasional speckled alder, and striped maple in the understory. 
The groundcover was made up of Labrador tea, bunchberries, clubmoss, and lowbush blueberry. Two areas of 
open rock barren were observed at this site, with little vegetative cover, and shallow mineral substrates, and is 
assumed due to the proximity to Highway 17 these areas were cleared as a result of the highway ROW. These rock 
barren areas were identified to provide suitable habitat for snakes for their life processes, and is connected to the 
treed rock barren habitat further within the study area. Two areas of wetland habitat were identified as conveying 
seasonal flow or pooling within the study areas as seen in Figure 2. These wetland areas were dominated by 
trembling aspen, speckled alder, and white birch, with striped maple on the edges of the wetland. This site was 
generally flat with one large steep slope on the northern most portion of the site , sloping up to the northeast. This 
slope was characterised as a treed rock barren with large portions of exposed fractured rock, colonized by birches, 
trembling aspen, mountain ash, and Jack pine. The groundcover on this slope was mostly barren rock with 
occasional mosses. Large, fractured rock with crevices were identified at the bottom of this slope and may provide 
habitat for snakes and bats.  Photos of the Option 2 alternative can be found in Appendix B: Photos 1-11. 
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Table 3: Species of Conservation Concern known within the Study Area 

Common Name Scientific Name Provincial Status 

Provincial 

Habitat 

Protection 

Federal Status 
Other Applicable 

Legislation 
Suitable Habitat Present Within General Study Area 

Plants 

Flooded Jellyskin Leptogium rivulare Not Listed No  Special Concern  No 

No. This species has been identified as an outlier population within Wawa, the habitat requirements for this 
species to grow include humid environments with calcareous soil prone to seasonal flooding. However, the 
species this lichen prefers to adhere to; ash (Fraxinus ssp.), was not observed within the study area.  

Birds (suitable habitat for nesting or breeding only) 

Barn Swallow5 Hirundo rustica Special Concern No Special Concern MBCA 
Yes, although no nests were observed, the potential for nesting on the structures at Option 5 appears 
suitable for the nesting of this species within the study area. Foraging habitat exists within the wetlands 
surrounding the Option 5 and 6 alternatives. 

Black Tern5 Chlidonias niger Special Concern No Not on Schedule 1 MBCA 
No. Habitat for this species does not exist within the study area, although habitat may be found within the 
surrounding area in association with the wetland and lakes surrounding the alternatives 

Canada Warbler1 Cardellina canadensis Special Concern No Threatened MBCA, SARA 
Yes. This species usually breeds in wet forests with well-developed dense shrub layers. Nests are on or near 
the ground on mossy logs or roots, along stream banks or on hummocks. 

Common Nighthawk 2 Chordeiles minor Special Concern No Special Concern MBCA 

Yes. The study area contains a numerous gravel parking lots primarily within  all Option  alternatives, all of 
which contain minimal to  no ground vegetation, appropriate for nesting by this species. Although  adequate 
conditions exist at the Option 5 and 6 alternatives, usage is unlikely due to the highly trafficked nature of 
the sites. The Treed Rock barren habitat found within Option  2 area also appears suitable for the life 
processes of this species. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee2 Contopus virens Special Concern No Special Concern MBCA 
Yes. This species lives at the edges of deciduous and mixed forests as well as the mid-canopy layer of forest 
clearings. Though not observed during the 2024 field investigations it may be present within such suitable 
habitats within and surrounding the opt ion alternatives. 

Evening Grosbeak1, 5 Coccothraustes 
vespertinus 

Special Concern No Not on Schedule 1 MBCA 

Yes, however this species is known to be somewhat nomadic in nature and may not be encountered in all 
years breeding in the same areas. Coniferous habitat associated with woodlands, forests and rock barrens 
may support breeding populations of this species in some years though none were observed during the 
field investigations. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher1, 5 Contopus cooperi Special Concern No Special Concern MBCA 
Yes. Preferring natural forest edge habitats for foraging perches, such as those on the sided of Highway 17, 
this species is also found breeding within coniferous, or mixed forest adjacent to rivers or wetlands.  

Peregrine Falcon2 Falco peregrinus Special Concern No Not on Schedule 1 FWCA 

No. This species can be found within a variety of habitats across urban and natural landscapes including 
cities, lakes, wetlands, rivers and cliff edges. As a species that prefers nesting at large heights, such as on 
the top of tall buildings or cliffs, none of these criteria exist within the study area for the species. Although 
individuals may be found foraging surrounding the study area, it is unlikely the species would utilize the 
features within the study area for its life purposes.  

Rusty Blackbird 2, 5 Euphagus carolinus Special Concern No Special Concern MBCA 
Yes, the study area wetlands appear suitable for the life processes of this species. However, the Rusty 
Blackbird has declined most notably along the southern portion of its range in Canada and is often absent 
from otherwise suitable habitat.  

Turtles 

Midland Painted Turtle5 Chrysemys picta 
marginata 

No Status No Special Concern FWCA 

Yes. All waterbodies, wetlands and watercourses provide suitable conditions for this species. Habitat for this 
species is not limited within the study area, given the multitude of wetlands and small waterbodies present 
within the general study area. Although only partially suitable, the species may be found utilizing the 
wetland habitat found within the Option 2 alternative. It is likely the species would be utilizing the wetland 
habitat surrounding the site, and therefore may be encountered  moving through  the study area to reach 
more suitable habitats.  
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Table 4: SAR known within the Study Area 

Common Name Scientific Name Provincial Status 

Provincial 

Habitat 

Protection 

Federal Status 

Federal Protection of 

Individuals and 

Residence outside of 

Federal lands 

Other 

Applicable 

Legislation 

Suitable Habitat Present Within General Study Area 

Plants 

Black Ash1 Fraxinus nigra Endangered Yes No Status No N/A 

Yes. The low, wet forested areas surrounding the wetland habitats found 
within the study area appear suitable habitat of this species. However, during 
the 2024 field investigations no individual Black Ash were observed within the 
immediate study area. It is anticipated that this species is likely present in the 
general study area, the study area is located outside of the area of protection 
designated under O.Reg 6.24. 

Birds (suitable habitat for nesting or breeding only) 

Bank Swallow 5 Riparia riparia Threatened Yes Threatened Yes MBCA 
No, though the study area is within the species general range, no suitable 
habitats such as steep sandy banks etc. exist within the study area that would 
support this species life processes. 

Barn Swallow1 Hirundo rustica Special Concern No Threatened Yes MBCA 

Yes, the study area contained features suitable for foraging by this species 
(wetlands and waterbodies), with available suitable nesting habitats within the 
abandoned structures at the Option 5 alternative , although no nesting was 
observed. The Barn Swallow has been known to use human structures, and 
due to the decaying and damaged nature of the structures, there is the 
potential the species would be utilising them for nesting.  

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus Threatened Yes Threatened Yes MBCA 
No, though study area is within species general range, no suitable grassland 
habitat exists for this species within the study area. 

Canada Warbler1 Cardellina canadensis Special Concern No Threatened Yes MBCA 
Yes. This species usually breeds in wet forests with well-developed dense 
shrub layers. Nests are on or near the ground on mossy logs or roots, along 
stream banks or on hummocks. 

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica Threatened Yes Threatened Yes MBCA 

Yes, however habitat may be limited for the species within the general study 
area. Though species may utilize natural sites such as cavities in trees, it is 
often far more commonly associated with human sites (i.e. chimneys). No 
chimney structures were observed within the study area that would be 
suitable for this species.  

Eastern Meadowlark Sturnella magna Threatened Yes Threatened Yes MBCA 
No, though study area is within species general range, no suitable grassland 
habitat exists for this species within the study area. 

Eastern Whip-poor-will1,2 Antrostomus vociferus Threatened Yes 
Threatened (under 
consideration) 

Yes MBCA 

Yes. This species is found in mixes of open and forested areas, which were 
found within the study area.  The open gravel area associated with the 
telecommunications tower at Option 2 alternative may provide an adequate 
forest gap for foraging and nesting by this species. The overall open canopy 
nature of the Option 2 alternative is also suitable for the species.  

Least Bittern1 Ixobrycus exilis Threatened Yes Threatened Yes MBCA 
No. This species is found in a variety of wetland habitats, preferring cattail 
marshes for nesting habitat, which were not observed within the study area.  

Olive-sided Flycatcher  Contopus cooperi Special Concern No Threatened Yes MBCA 
Yes, open and shrub dominated wetlands within the study area (Option 2 
alternative wetlands) appear suitable for the life processes of this species.  

Short-eared Owl 5 Asio flammeus Threatened  Yes Special Concern No FWCA 
No, this species prefers open areas such as wetlands, grasslands and fields 
with adequate perches for hunting. The wetlands within the study area do not 
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ABERNETHY Jessica

From: FARRELL Nathan
Sent: January 16, 2025 11:06 AM
To: ABERNETHY Jessica
Subject: FW: 5023-E-0006 - 5 Rest Stops - NHIC data

 
 

  

bŀǘƘŀƴ CŀǊǊŜƭƭ Σ 
 

a/LtΣ wttΣ /!bπ/L{9/ 
 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tƭŀƴƴŜǊΣ 
 

/ŀƴŀŘŀ
  

tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍм нуфπормπмнлсΣ  
 

aƻōƛƭŜΥ Ҍм нуфπнолπлмлс
  

 
CǊƻƳΥ DŀǊōǳǘǘΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ όa¢hύ ғIŜŀǘƘŜǊΦDŀǊōǳǘǘϪƻƴǘŀǊƛƻΦŎŀҔ  
{ŜƴǘΥ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ оΣ нлнп пΥоп ta 
¢ƻΥ C!ww9[[ bŀǘƘŀƴ ғbŀǘƘŀƴΦC!ww9[[ϪŜƎƛǎπƎǊƻǳǇΦŎƻƳҔ 
/ŎΥ YŜŀǘǎΣ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ όa¢hύ ғ[ƛƴŘǎŀȅΦYŜŀǘǎϪƻƴǘŀǊƛƻΦŎŀҔΤ {I!wt Wŀǎƻƴ ғWŀǎƻƴΦ{I!wtϪŜƎƛǎπƎǊƻǳǇΦŎƻƳҔ 
{ǳōƧŜŎǘΥ w9Υ рлноπ9πлллс π р wŜǎǘ {ǘƻǇǎ π bIL/ Řŀǘŀ 
 
/!\ Courriel externe - Merci d'°tre prudent avec les liens et les pi¯ces jointes /!\ External email - Please be careful with links and attachments /!\ 
 
Hi Nathan, 
 
Opasatika ï no SAR flags 
White River ï around Kakakiwikik there is a barn swallow history (SCC now so shouldnôt be a significant concern) 

- Encompassing jct with 631 there is a barn swallow flag & bank swallow flag 
Wawa ï where Michipicoten River crosses 17 there is a barn swallow flag and a Lake Sturgeon flag and Silver Lamprey flag for 
Michipicoten River 

- Junction of 17/101: flooded jellyskin, peregrine falcon, Canada warbler, bank swallow 
- In the vicity of Tremblay Flats Road: False northwestern moonwort, Michigan moonwort both very old observations and as far 
as I can tell not listed anymore (ever?) 

Dubreuiville ï vicinity of 17/519 junction: barn swallow (flag covers huge area all the way to Paint Lake Road 
- Vicinity of Goldie Lake Great Blue Heron nest colony 
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- At Bogle Lake Canada warbler, between Burnfield and Bogle Lake Painted turtle.  I note the flag because they share so 
many habitat features with other species 

- Very north end of limits great blue heron nest colony 
Chapleau ï south jct 101/129, midland painted turtle 
          Just north of north jct 101/19 bank swallow 
 
Heather 
 
CǊƻƳΥ C!ww9[[ bŀǘƘŀƴ ғbŀǘƘŀƴΦC!ww9[[ϪŜƎƛǎπƎǊƻǳǇΦŎƻƳҔ  
{ŜƴǘΥ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ оΣ нлнп оΥмп ta 
¢ƻΥ DŀǊōǳǘǘΣ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ όa¢hύ ғIŜŀǘƘŜǊΦDŀǊōǳǘǘϪƻƴǘŀǊƛƻΦŎŀҔ 
/ŎΥ YŜŀǘǎΣ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ όa¢hύ ғ[ƛƴŘǎŀȅΦYŜŀǘǎϪƻƴǘŀǊƛƻΦŎŀҔΤ {I!wt Wŀǎƻƴ ғWŀǎƻƴΦ{I!wtϪŜƎƛǎπƎǊƻǳǇΦŎƻƳҔ 
{ǳōƧŜŎǘΥ рлноπ9πлллс π р wŜǎǘ {ǘƻǇǎ π bIL/ Řŀǘŀ 
 

/!¦¢Lhb ππ 9·¢9wb![ 9πa!L[ π 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƻǊ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǧŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴŘŜǊΦ 
Iƛ IŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ  
 
!ǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǘπǳǇ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ bIL/ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŜŀǎΚ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƳȊ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ ƳŀǇǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
¢ƘŀƴƪǎΗ 
bŀǘƘŀƴ  

  

bŀǘƘŀƴ CŀǊǊŜƭƭ Σ 
 

a/LtΣ wttΣ /!bπ/L{9/ 
  

{ŜƴƛƻǊ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tƭŀƴƴŜǊΣ 
 

bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ
  

tƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍм нуфπормπмнлсμ 
 

aƻōƛƭŜΥ Ҍм нуфπнолπлмлс 
 

bŀǘƘŀƴΦC!ww9[[ϪŜƎƛǎπƎǊƻǳǇΦŎƻƳ μ 
 

ǿǿǿΦŜƎƛǎπƎǊƻǳǇΦŎƻƳ 

  

[ƛƴƪŜŘƛƴΥ 9Ǝƛǎ μLƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΥ ϪŜƎƛǎƎǊƻǳǇ  μ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΥ ϪŜƎƛǎ μ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ ϪŜƎƛǎƎǊƻǳǇ
   

Ce message et ses pi¯ces jointes peuvent contenir des informations confidentielles ou privil®gi®es et ne doivent donc pas °tre diffus®s, exploit®s ou copi®s sans 
autorisation. Si vous avez re­u ce message par erreur, merci de le signaler ¨ l'exp®diteur et le d®truire ainsi que les pi¯ces jointes. Les messages ®lectroniques ®tant 
susceptibles d'alt®ration, Egis d®cline toute responsabilit® si ce message a ®t® alt®r®, d®form® ou falsifi®. Merci.  
 
This message and its attachments may contain confidential or privileged information that may be protected by law; they should not be distributed, used or copied 
without authorisation. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and delete this message and its attachments. As emails may be altered, Egis is 
not liable for messages that have been modified, changed or falsified. Thank you.  
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Photo 1: Gravel access road into Option 2 alternative. September 23, 2024. 

 

Photo 2: View of coniferous forest within the Option 2 alternative. September 23, 2024. 
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Photo 3: View of treed rock barren at base of slope within the Option 2 alternative. September 23, 2024. 

 
Photo 4: View of the treed rock barren on the middle of the slope within the Option 2 alternative. 

September 23, 2024. 
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Photo 5: View of the rock barren adjacent to Highway 17 within the Option 2 alternative. September 23, 
2024. 

 

Photo 6: View of the wetland habitat within the Option 2 alternative. September 23, 2024. 
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Photo 7: View of open gravel area for the telecommunications tower within the Option 2 alternative. 
September 23, 2024. 

 

Photo 8: View of fractured rock within the Option 2 alternative. September 23, 2024. 
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Photo 9: View of Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) foraging tree at the Option 2 alternative. 

September 23, 2024. 

 



TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS EXISTING CONDITIONS REPORT 

Class Environmental Assessment for New Rest Centre on 

Highway 17 in the Vicinity of Wawa G.W.P. 5135-22-00 Wawa Rest Area 

 

   
 

Photo 10: View of Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) within the Option 2 alternative. September 23, 
2024 

 

Photo 11: View of Moose (Alces alces) feces within the Option 2 alternative. September 23, 2024 
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Photo 12: View of abandoned motel structure within the Option 5 alternative. September 23, 2024 

 

Photo 13: View of motel structure within the Option 5 alternative. September 23, 2024 
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Photo 14: View of decaying (holes in roof) motel structure within the Option 5 alternative. September 
23, 2024 

 

Photo 15: View of mixed forest community within the southern portion of the Option 5 alternative. 
September 23, 2024 
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Photo 16: View of mixed forest community within the southern portion of the Option 5 alternative. 
September 23, 2024 

 

Photo 17: View of the gravel parking area of the Option 6 alternative. September 23, 2024 
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Photo 18: View of the gravel parking area of the Option 6 alternative, looking south at the treeline. 
September 23, 2024 

 

Photo 19: View of the Esso gas station beside (east) the Option 6 alternative. September 23, 2024 
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Photo 20: View of the gravel parking area north of the Option 5 alternative. September 23, 2024 


